
THE DARK ICE PROJECT
N O R T H  P O L E  I N  W I N T E R  -  B Y  B O AT,  D R I F T  A N D  S K I
A R C T I C  O C E A N  D ATA  C O L L E C T I O N

The expedition, run at cost, seeks to provide to researchers access to data that 
would otherwise be prohibitively expensive to collect themselves.

Get on board via theteam@darkiceproject.com 
Twitter, Facebook and Website under development
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What We Can Offer

- Potential bespoke projects could involve: planting of 
drift trackers or buoys, seawater sampling and analysis, 
snow and weather measurements, marine fauna 
surveys, calibration of aerial or satellite datasets.

- Carrying capacity for bringing equipment into the 
field and heated indoor space for on-site analysis and 
temporary storage of samples.

- A skilled and experienced team in the field, fully 
connected to scientific partners and committed to 
providing useful data in robust quantities.

A six-month expedition to the North Pole offers access to the Arctic Ocean and 
opportunities for data collection to polar researchers. Three of Britain’s most 

accomplished polar expeditioners will travel by boat at the ice minimum to the 
edge of pack ice, drift atop the ice in the boat for three months and then ski 600 

miles to the Pole. All three phases, particularly while drifting, provide a unique 
chance for the team to conduct a range of winter data collection activities.

The team comprises James Wheeldon, Alex 
Hibbert and George Bullard. All three have 

a strong scientific background, including 
fieldwork in challenging environments. 

The trio hold two science degrees from Oxford 
University and one from Edinburgh University. 

Crucial to our scientific capability is our modified 
lifeboat, which will have significant weight capacity 

set aside for scientific equipment.

BE PART OF THIS UNIQUE SCIENTIFIC OPPORTUNITY.
WE NEED PARTNERS TO JOIN THE PROJECT AND MAKE USE OF A 

PROFESSIONAL AND EXPERIENCED EXPEDITION TEAM 

The journey will begin in Inuvik, Canada in the autumn 
of 2017 by traversing the northern coast of Alaska 
to Barrow. The team will then analyse the current 
ice conditions and drift patterns before heading out 
onto the Arctic Ocean towards an insertion point in 
the pack ice. Measurements and observations can 
be made en route. Once winched onto it, the chosen 
ice floe will carry the team north before the final ski 
phase begins in late 2017/early 2018 once within 
striking distance of the North Pole.


